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TITLES OF POSTERS AND DEMONSTRATIONS

JHB304

Posters: 

Lab lessons: technicians-students interactions as a way of learning 
(Bozhenok) STUDENTS 

Overcoming ‘Maths anxiety’ in Real Estate Management courses:  
a systematic approach (Cao) STUDENTS 

Student input into PPI (Patient and Public Involvement) initiatives and novel 
development of an important student skill set (Coe) STUDENTS 

Analysis on the factors affecting ‘Mathematics anxiety’ on Engineering and 
Mathematics undergraduate students (Fresneda-Portillo) STUDENTS

Assessing the use of lecture recording as teaching tool in cell biology 
(Graumann) STUDENTS 

Supporting PhD success with peer learning processes: an evaluation of 
impact (Oozageer Gunowa) STUDENTS

How needs to be accompanied by why: Upgrading Maths and Stats 
provision at Brookes (Radcliffe) STUDENTS 

Oxford Brookes Student Experience Schemes:

 Find out more about BrookesID (Champion) STUDENTS

 Find out more about Get Published! (Macrae) STUDENTS

 Find out more about Mentoring at Brookes (Dalton) STUDENTS

Demonstrations:

Supporting students’ independent learning with screencasting for first-year 
non-accounting students (Rasaratnam) STUDENTS

Reading lists transformed – Aspire New List View (Rothera) STAFF

Introducing the ‘Exam Browser’ (Lockdown Browser Group) STAFF

Additional Stand: 

AV classroom facilities at Brookes (Purvis) STAFF (no abstract)
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THEME AND STRANDS

Transformation is at the heart of education 

The Brookes Learning and Teaching Conference 2018 explores 
transformation in relation to students, staff, environments, and discipline 
and curriculum 

Below is just a sample of questions we can ask about transformation in each of these areas.

STUDENTS: What kinds of things are we doing to best support students in their transformation from school pupils into 
college learners and into undergraduate scholars, researchers and professionals? How far and in what ways are students 
transformed by university teaching and learning experiences? How do these transformations underscore, and/or go 
beyond, Brookes Graduate Attributes? And what kinds of transformations are created by our students for other students, 
for staff and for the university?

STAFF: What motivates, and what models, positive transformation in pedagogical practice? How have wider cultural 
transformations influenced staff identities and approaches as teachers? What kinds of transformative experiences have 
staff had, as individuals or teams, as teachers and as learners? Reflective accounts of the development of good practice 
are welcome, especially those illuminating learning journeys and learning theory.

ENVIRONMENTS: How does, and how could, the ways in which we occupy teaching and learning spaces at our 
campuses and colleges transform those spaces? What new teaching and learning experiences are being enabled by 
innovations in digital technologies?

DISCIPLINE AND CURRICULUM: What transformations have individual subjects and programmes undergone in recent 
years – for example, in the nature of content covered; in the borders and boundaries of disciplines; in interdisciplinary 
relationships between subjects; in the prior learning experiences of students; in the professionalisation of disciplines, etc.?

The abstracts in this booklet address the strands in these ways and more. Threaded through them are ideas of progress, 
catalysts for change, connection, intention, enquiry and evidence. The contributions to this conference reflect imagination, 
innovation and dedication to and/or deep reflection on constructive change.
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KEYNOTE

Transforming teaching, enhancing learning: embedding equality, diversity 
and inclusion in the curriculum

Dr Pauline Hanesworth, Academic Lead (Equality and Diversity / TEF), Higher Education Academy

Abstract

We know that Higher education across the UK is experienced differently according to our students’ backgrounds and 
characteristics. We need to ask:

� What can we do to ensure our mature students are just as likely to continue and qualify as our students aged  
21 or under?

� What can we do to guarantee that students with disabilities are just as likely to be in full-time work six months  
after qualifying as their counterparts without disabilities?

� What can we do to make certain that our black and minority ethnic students are just as likely to receive so-called 
good degrees as our white students?

This keynote will explore these inequalities in student experiences and consider how transforming the way we teach by 
embedding equality and diversity in the curriculum (EEDC) can help us to address them. It will summarise the Higher 
Education Academy approach to EEDC, outlining its five principles, whilst considering motivations for implementation. 
In so doing, it will explain and explore the pedagogical theories underpinning EEDC, offer examples of good practice – 
including successful innovations – and suggest strategies for targeted development that can make a real difference.

Dr Pauline Hanesworth is an Academic Lead at the Higher Education Academy. She joined 
the organisation in 2013 and leads on programmes of work related to equality and diversity 
and the TEF. Whilst at the HEA, she has led the 2013-2017 SFC-funded Embedding 
equality and diversity in the curriculum project; supported a variety of institutions and 
individual academics to develop inclusive practice; produced a range of research and 
resources on inclusive practice, such as the embedding equality and diversity in the 
curriculum model for learning and teaching practitioners; and has acted as critical friend 
and/or contributor to wider sector initiatives, such as UUK/GuildHE’s Disabled students 
sector leadership group and the Erasmus+-funded Enhance IDM project. Her research 
interests include embedding equality and diversity in the curriculum, social justice 
approaches to education, the relationship between oral narratives and individual and 
collective identity, and values-based pedagogies.
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Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Ms Charlie Brampton

Academic Liaison Librarian

Department of Social Sciences

Learning Resources

c.brampton@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Dr Wes Fraser

Professor Helen Walkington, Pete Smillie

Key words

Library, skills, students, employability, 
reflection

DISCIPLINE JHB202

CLASS (Careers and Library Audit of Student Success) is a 
collaboration between Geography, Learning Resources and Careers. 
The project involved undergraduates completing a self audit 
questionnaire to rate core skills in information literacy and career 
readiness in their first and second years. By repeating the audit in the 
second year, staff and students can monitor any progress that has 
occurred.

Throughout the two years, colleagues from the Library and Careers 
embedded targeted, bitesize skills sessions into compulsory 
geography modules. These sessions formed part of the timetabled 
sessions for modules, so students could clearly see the relationship 
between them and their assessed work.

The project team wanted to break down the perceived barriers between 
‘skills for my assignments’ and transferable ‘employability skills’, which is 
why the involvement of both the Library and Careers is critical.

This session will explore the findings from the CLASS project and 
discuss what happens next. Participants will hear about preliminary 
results of the audit and have the opportunity to consider adapting the 
CLASS audit for work with their own students.

Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Linet Arthur

PLSE

School of Education

Humanities and Social Sciences

larthur@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Assessment, feedback, fairness, learning

STUDENTS JHB203
 

This presentation will summarise the responses from three student 
focus groups to questions about assessment and feedback. The 
students – all second and third years – identified a wide range of 
assessment tasks which they had encountered and highlighted what 
they found helpful and unhelpful in relation to assessment and feedback. 
Although much of this has already been identified in extant research, 
the presentation provides some quick, practical ways to improve 
assessment and feedback based on Brookes’ students’ experiences.

Within CLASS: an embedded curricular approach to the Careers and 
Library Audit of Student Success in Geography

What do students want from assessment and feedback?
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Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Tosin Lagoke

Senior Lecturer in Strategy

Oxford Brookes Business School

olagoke@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Dr Godwin Okafor

Key words

Lecture Capture, Stakeholders, Efficacy, 
Efficiency

STAFF JHB204
 

Drawing from the UKPSF framework (k4; the use and value of 
appropriate learning technologies), the study investigated the 
experience of multiple stakeholders on Lecture Capture (LC). The 
stakeholders selected were students, academic staff and learning 
technologists, all of these from Southampton Solent University, 
an institution which has consistently used LC for over four years. 
This selection was grounded in theory which suggests the use of 
stakeholder groups with balanced perspectives. Data was collected 
using semi-structured questionnaires and the study adopted the 
framework of Brean et al. (2001) focussing on four key variables-
efficiency, failure, interactivity and cost. The findings were categorised 
for each stakeholder group into ‘good’, ‘bad’ and ‘ugly’. The 
results indicated that LC is a major tool for students’ reference and 
enhancement of understanding (good). On the other hand, lecturers 
had recorded declining attendance at lectures and this was attributed 
to LC (bad). On the part of learning technologists, the speed of 
adoption of LC has been quite slow given that academic staff who 
constitute a major stakeholder group that should drive the adoption of 
the technology have found it complex and cumbersome to use (ugly).

Perception of Value for Money and Educational Engagement in 
Undergraduate Students

Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Louise Bunce

Senior Lecturer

Department of Sport, Health Sciences 
and Social Work

Health and Life Sciences

louise.bunce@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Engagement, approaches to learning, value 
for money, consumer attitudes, identity

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

Perception of value for money in undergraduate students has become 
an important political issue now that individual students, not the 
state, bear responsibility for university tuition fees. Student ratings of 
value for money now form an important part of national surveys of 
student satisfaction but without knowing what factors affect students’ 
judgments, little can be done to improve their value for money 
ratings. The current research surveyed 679 undergraduates studying 
in England and Wales about their perceptions of value for money 
and study behaviours to determine whether students who are more 
engaged with their education perceive their universities as providing 
better value for money. In support of the hypothesis, students who 
took a deep or strategic approach to learning rated their universities 
as providing better value for money than students who took a 
surface approach to learning. Furthermore, students who regularly 
complained about their course, did not have a strong student identity, 
and had a higher consumer orientation towards their studies, rated 
their universities as providing poorer value for money. The audience 
will be able to discuss and reflect on these data in relation to the 
implications for teaching and learning practices and enhancing 
student engagement.

Perceptions of multiple stakeholders on the efficacy of Lecture Capture
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Regaining a sense of scale: Field studios as a response to digital media in 
Urban Design teaching

Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Regina Mapua Lim

Senior Lecturer

School of the Built Environment

Technology, Design and Environment

rlim@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Jon Cooper, Laura Novo de Azevedo

Key words

Scale and measure, digital media, urban 
design

DISCIPLINE JHB206
 

Digital technologies have had many positive influences in urban 
design teaching and learning yet it requires constant reflection on 
the part of teachers to assess the way students understand spaces 
and places in terms of human scale and experience. This paper 
is a pedagogical response to address how students as designers 
of urban space can regain their sense of scale which has been 
altered because of digital media. The use of field studios and on site 
morphological discussions are introduced as part of the urban design 
studio method to emphasise human scale and experience.

The paper takes a critical look at digital media and how it can be 
moderated to enhance qualitative and experiential skills in students 
that may otherwise be lost or diminished with the expansion of online 
access to information.

Raising awareness of self-harm and reducing antipathy towards the self-
harming person among nursing students

Workshop

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Pras Ramluggun

Senior Lecturer/ Researcher

Oxford School of Nursing and Midwifery, 
Community and Public Health

Health and Life Sciences

pramluggun@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Mrs Katie Mills

Key words

Nursing students, self-harm, negative 
attitudes, professional and ethical issues, 
self-harm training

DISCIPLINE JHB202

Self-harm is a significant international public health problem which 
include university student population and continues to increase 
globally. It poses a challenge for both healthcare and education 
providers and can evoke a range of unhelpful emotions towards those 
who exhibit this behaviour. 

Educational interventions can assist in developing attitudes and skills 
to effectively help individuals who self-harm. As a public health issue 
both healthcare professionals and university staff working closely 
with students would benefit from training on self-harm. The literature 
reports that education interventions can result in a more favourable 
attitude to those who self-harm and an improved self-efficacy in 
helping these individuals. However, the literature also reports that 
such training is lacking.      

The aim of this study was to test the changes of first year nursing 
students’ attitudes to self-harm following a self-harm awareness 
workshop. Using a pre- post-test design, participating students were 
given time to reflect on their views on self-harm before and after the 
workshop by completing a self-harm questionnaire. The findings from 
this study will also inform further potential curricular interventions to 
improve students’ self-efficacy in caring for patients who self-harm.  
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The preliminary findings will be presented to the conference and attendees will be able to learn about  

� Self-harm in educational settings

� Responding to self-harm

� The approaches and learning strategies used to deliver the training on self-harm

� How the data from this study will inform further self-harm training in the curriculum

Transforming understanding of academic integrity through student-
student communication 

Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Mary Davis

Senior Lecturer EAP/Subject 
Coordinator Pre-Master’s

Oxford Brookes Business school

Oxford Brookes International

marydavis@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Multi Sari 

David Ssebina

Key words

Academic integrity, breaches, cheating 
regulations

STUDENTS JHB203
 

In this Brookes Teaching Excellence Fellowship project, I am 
developing videos to expand students’ understanding of academic 
integrity. I co-authored scenarios to illustrate the seven breaches of 
Brookes cheating regulations (submitting other’s work, plagiarism, 
collusion, duplication, falsification, custom writing, assisting others to 
cheat) with a team of nine Master’s students as a Brookes ID project, 
and then made videos with these and other students acting out the 
scenarios. The videos finish with students giving advice on different 
areas of academic integrity. As highlighted by Blum (2009), there can 
be a wide gulf between staff and student understandings of academic 
integrity, but once students gain a good understanding, they may 
be more effective at disseminating this message to other students. 
Thus, the videos represent an attempt to effectively communicate 
what breaches of academic integrity are, to transform student 
understanding of academic integrity across the university.

Students involved in the project will co-present and report on their 
experience. Delegates attending the presentation will be able to view 
some of the videos, gain insights into strategies to improve academic 
integrity among students, and observe a student-staff collaborative 
project. 

Blum, S. (2009). My word! Plagiarism and College Culture. New York: 
Cornell University Press.
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Expert teaching: what matters to expert teachers?

Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Lorna Shires

Principal Lecturer

School of Education

Humanities and Social Sciences

lshires@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Pedagogy, task, action activity

STAFF JHB204

This study examines the professional knowledge and practice of 
expert teachers through the sense-making of their own teaching. 
Since the mid 1980s, high-quality teaching has been defined by 
others, rather than teachers, and away from classrooms. The 
research approach of this study has been to understand the ways 
in which expert teachers enable pupils to engage with tasks in a 
lesson. This process is named numerously as pedagogy, phronesis, 
craft knowledge, responsive teaching or formative assessment, but 
the view of this study is that this is the same process in practice. The 
research involved working with expert teachers who completed a 
series of structured reflections of their teaching to identify the actions 
in activities in their classroom practice followed by semi-structured 
interviews to examine the decisions they made. This research is 
important because it enables us to understand the expertise of the 
very best teachers through their understanding of what they know, 
can do and what matters to them as they teach in their classrooms. It 
will offer a framework to be used as an adaptive professional learning 
process by teachers and teacher educators upon which they can 
frame a practice problem; review their practice and extend their 
practice repertoire. It aims to enhance the profession’s own ability to 
generate knowledge about best teaching.

Exploring the space between learner and institutional anxieties

Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Ms Sarah Britten-Jones

Teaching Fellow

School of Arts

Technology, Design and Environment

p0083214@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Ms Louise Williams

Key words

Value, learning, institution, sustainability, 
anxiety

ENVIRONMENT JHB205
 

This research explores how the contemporary anxieties of students 
and the institution inhibit and affect the learning of both. It examines the 
barriers to transformation when perceived and constructed identities 
are entrenched and defended. Student insecurity around employability 
increasingly drives subject choices and overrides any desire for self-
awareness. Value judgments are dictated by a financial imperative, 
rather than by what is beneficial for the achievement of student potential.

The anxieties of the institution mirror those of the student. Attachment 
to established roles and compartmentalized structures highlights a 
desire for the safety of known-knowns. Lines of sight between the 
micro and macro are opaque, and limit the ability to understand the 
context of practical work. The space we cannot see between the 
student and the institution is a blind spot because we cannot help the 
students to develop introspective skills without developing institutional 
introspective skills. 

As an educational institution, how might we ensure that students feel 
safe to challenge their attachment to defined specialisms? How might 
we relinquish our own need to sit within our own tribes, in order to 
bring people together with different skills to try to solve problems n 
different ways?
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Building the case: live projects contribute to creating entrepreneurial 
learning environments – evidence of transformational learning from an 
MBA Enterprise Elective

Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Nicolette Michels

MBA Director

Oxford Brookes Business School

nmichels@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Dr Diana Limburg

Dr Richard Beresford

Key words

Enterprise, live-project, transformation, 
learning

DISCIPLINE JHB206

This paper builds on a previous paper (Beresford and Michels, 
2016) which conducted a critical evaluation of live project-based 
MBA Enterprise teaching. Two years on, the current paper provides 
evidence to substantiate the claims that such live projects can 
contribute to creating entrepreneurial learning environments. It re-
visits the original paper and provides evidence from a follow-up run 
of the same elective in the form of student and client reflection, and 
data from pre and post course questionnaires. In doing so the paper 
positions itself within the contemporary debates about ‘impact’ of 
enterprise education needing to be measured, including not just 
start-up or intent to start-up but also transformation in behaviours, 
values and competencies. Rather than limiting itself to more common 
approach to evaluation in terms of change in student behaviour and 
attitudes pre and post course, this paper builds on the earlier paper’s 
conceptual approach by evaluating the transformation in students’ 
affective, conative and cognitive learning, thereby broadening the 
scope of relevance beyond the enterprise education domain. It also 
goes further by providing evidence to support consideration of issues 
for students and educators involved in this sort of learning and hence 
further implications for both understanding and praxis.

The influence of continuous assessment on attendance, student 
procrastination and workload

Brief presentation (10 mins) followed 
by a debate. 

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Ms Lucia Sagredo

Associate Lecturer in Mathematics

School of Engineering, Computing 
and Mathematics

Technology, Design and Environment

c.portillo@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Dr Carlos Fresneda-Portillo

Key words

Continuous assessment, attendance, 
coursework, university policy

DISCIPLINE JHB202

There is a general interest in providing a wide range of forms of 
assessment in order to improve the performance on metrics such 
as the National Student Survey (NSS) and the Teaching Excellence 
Framework (TEF). Hence, there has been a growing pressure on staff 
to innovate on teaching and learning in general. In this presentation, 
we consider the option of continuous assessment and its impact on 
student’s performance, attendance and workload. 

We will present a study case based on undergraduate students of 
Mathematical Sciences which will be followed by an open discussion 
to brainstorm new ideas, reflections and share past experiences from 
other members of the staff with regards to this topic. 
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Enhancing the Effectiveness of Online Feedback

Demonstration

Longer session: (workshop/
symposium) 1 Hour

Lead author

Ms Berry O’Donovan

PLSE

Oxford Brookes Business School

bodonovan@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Mr Patrick Cheeseman

Josie Fergusson, Simon Parr

Key words

Feedback, Student Engagement

STUDENTS JHB203

This presentation overviews a Brookes TEL project focused on 
enhancing online assessment feedback. Resources for staff and 
students created as part of the project will be shared including 
narrated screencasts of good online feedback practices at Brookes. 
All stages of the feedback cycle will be considered including feedback 
design and delivery, but particular attention will be paid to the end 
of the cycle in terms of student engagement with feedback. Our 
intention is that the audience will leave with some easily replicable 
ideas on how to enhance the effectiveness of their online feedback 
practices in good time for the next academic year. The presenters are 
from academic, student and e-learning technology backgrounds.
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What is a Reading List for? Transforming reading lists through 
Constructive Alignment

Launch of a guide for module 
leaders (an output from a Brookes 
Teaching Excellence Fellowship)

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Mr Dan Croft

Scholarly Communications and 
Research Team Leader

School of Education

Learning Resources

dcroft@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Constructive Alignment, Reading Lists, 
module leaders, guide

STAFF JHB204

Whilst almost every other aspect of teaching and learning has been 
re-examined and re-interpreted through various pedagogic lenses, 
Reading List practice seems to go on in more or less the same 
form as it always has. But there is a danger that in remaining still 
while all else moved Reading Lists – and reading – have become 
detached from contemporary pedagogic practice and are drifting into 
insignificance. A Learning Resources research project examined how 
Reading Lists could be drawn back into the heart of modern teaching 
practice through the practice of Constructive Alignment. This session 
will describe the research that was undertaken and launch the guide 
‘What is a Reading List for?’. The guide is aimed at module leaders 
and explains five steps they can take to Constructively Align their 
reading lists with their face-to-face teaching and assessment and, 
in doing so, encourage students to engage with reading. Audience 
members will receive a free copy of the guide and will hear how they 
can start applying the ideas in the guide by attending Hazel Rothera’s 
demonstration ‘Reading Lists Transformed – Aspire New List View’.
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Learning Space: the final frontier? Transforming classroom practice in 
response to the environment

Workshop

Longer session: (workshop/
symposium) 1 Hour

Lead author

Mr Ian Andrew

Senior Lecturer – Information 
Systems/Management

Oxford Brookes Business School

ian.andrew@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Learning space teaching rooms 

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

Our practice as educators is transforming on an almost constant 
basis, new technology challenges us to keep up with our students 
in things like social media and interactive technology. However we 
should not lose sight of the fact that we are with our students in an 
environment that is also transforming in a myriad of ways.

This workshop will explore the various new learning spaces in and 
around Oxford Brookes Business School and other areas in and 
around Clerici Building. Participants will be challenged to investigate 
these spaces and suggest new teaching and learning methods and 
strategies in order to make more effective use of them.

Results from the workshop will (hopefully) include reflections on 
transforming pedagogy as well as how the learning experience of 
students could change/improve in these new spaces.

You’ll need to bring a coat or umbrella just in case!
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The Confidence to Play
Workshop

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Mr Richard Francis

Principal Learning Technologist

Digital Services

Learning Resources

p0072427@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Dr Melanie Bashor

Harry Kalantzis

Key words

TEL, digital capabilities, transformation

DISCIPLINE JHB206

Catch the wind and fill your sails, come surf the wave of technology 
enhanced learning with Digital Services. Be ready to get wet.

This is an exciting time to be in higher education. The stakes have 
never been higher, the role of HE never so much in question. 
Increasingly though, we entrust the work of staying afloat amid the 
daily informational torrent to “intelligent systems” – artificial algorithmic 
respirators, plankton filters if you will, without which we would drown.

The danger is that the more we rely on normalised, automated 
systems, the less digitally self-determining, and therefore confidently 
aware, we become over time. It need not be like this but to counteract 
the tendency we need to exercise our own lungs, learn to breathe for 
ourselves in the digital depths. So, cast caution to the wind, dive in 
with Digital Services, and strike out into the open sea of technology 
enhanced learning.

This session consists of a series of engaging group activities 
illustrating what we’re calling the Seven Inspirational Aspirations 
of TEL Zen. Together, the seven principles offer a survival guide 
for staying above water in the choppy seas of TEL. (Switching 
metaphors) this is a session designed to give you strategies to deal 
with the ‘playground bullies’ who whisper ‘You can’t’. These are the 
playground rules to ensure you can!
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How best to facilitate discussion of controversial topics in teaching 
seminars? Case study: teaching about music censorship 

Short Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Jan Butler

Senior Lecturer in Popular Music

School of Arts

Technology, Design and Environment

jan.butler@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Controversial topics, safe spaces, music 
censorship

DISCIPLINE JHB202

Consideration of popular music's potential political role in society 
and the censorial responses this sometimes evokes has been a key 
part of my 10 years teaching on the cultural study of popular music.  
Over the years it's been interesting to observe student's responses 
to the idea of music censorship and to the question of what should 
be censored. The session I teach on censorship involves presenting 
the group with cases where music has been censored and asking 
the students to debate whether or not music should be censored 
and if so, how, when and for who. This means asking students to 
consider music inciting violence, hatred and misogyny and then 
encouraging discussion of the issues raised. As the external political 
and media landscape has changed, the way that students handle 
these discussions has also changed. I would like to use this session 
to briefly lay out changes I've observed in the way that student 
discuss emotive issues to encourage a discussion amongst session 
participants on what the role of an educator is in a landscape of 
bombardment by cultural products, changing morals and possible 
triggering moments.  

  SESSION 4 12:10-12:40

A digital journey

Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Carmel Capewell

Research Fellow

Department of Psychology,  
Health and Professional Development

Health and Life Sciences

p0085499@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Apps in teaching, student engagement, 
lecturer development.

STAFF JHB204

Technology Enhanced Learning is a key goal as part of enhancing 
student experience at Oxford Brookes, and other universities. 
Technology is increasingly part of daily life and one of the life skills that 
lecturers need to be developing in students. This covers my journey 
across the institutions for which I have worked for the past three 
years. I am by no means an expert, but am sharing my experiences 
(successful and unsuccessful). I explain my rationale for using 
technology within my teaching and the benefits I see from using it.

As the researcher at the University of Northampton on a project which 
aimed to increase lecturers’ use of technology in the classroom, I 
gained insight into the literature. My next step was to start to use 
apps in my own teaching: For recording students’ aspirations at the 
start of a course, then in course review; As a means of increasing 
student engagement in discussion to record their thoughts; To assess 
changes in their knowledge during teaching sessions; To develop 
their critical thinking and collaboration skills. I really see the benefits of 
this approach and encourage others to try it.
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Critical Thinking Modelling 
Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Mr Karl Kjelstrup-Johnson

Senior Lecturer

School of Architecture

Technology, Design and Environment

kkjelstrup-johnson@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Lecture Capture, Stakeholders, Efficacy, 
Efficiency

DISCIPLINE JHB202

The author introduces a teaching & learning cognitive tool: Critical 
Thinking Modelling (CTM). The CTM forms the core component for 
the Management, Practice and Law module and professional course 
for the School of Architecture at Brookes. The audience will gain 
insights into the theory, process and the potential application across 
multiple disciplines requiring problem-solving and construction of 
intelligence models within complex systems. 

The CTM uses graphical-user-interface (GUI) enabling for an 
interactive navigational structure for sensemaking processes. The 
user constructs intelligence models through; interconnection of 
nodes, information flow, sequence of events and essential temporal 
relationships. Analysis methods include Psychometric profiling and 
Visual Analytics (VA); following the Structure of the Observed Learning 
Outcome (Biggs & Collis, 1982). Serving as a conceptual bridge to 
increase the speed of translation of knowledge across individuals and 
teams and facilitating rapid assessment of the level of SA. Evidence 
has shown an increased level of SA within an integrated programme 
and a 50% reduction of assessment time.

The author has enrolled on a PhD programme at Brookes. The 
research proposal builds upon the CTM and outlines an approach 
to revolutionise the human-machine relationship, enhance the 
sensemaking process and accelerate Situational Awareness (SA).
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  SESSION 5 13:30-14:00

Here are some examples to check out on 
RADAR:

Australopithecus boisei Skull OH 5 
(Zinjanthropus): https://radar.brookes.ac.uk/
radar/items/26a04ffd-5a8d-4b70-bfdb-
0fce1192c998/1/

Stone hand axe: https://radar.brookes.ac.uk/ 
radar/items/e59cca59-276c-4bfe-9ffe-
145167ab21b7/1/

Photogrammetry for 3D modelling to enrich the student experience
Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Gerard Helmich

Co-author(s)

Richard Francis

Key words

TEL, digital capabilities, transformation

DISCIPLINE JHB206

Do you have a digital or smartphone camera? Then you can make 
3D models of real world objects or scenes using a technique called 
photogrammetry. Photogrammetry is an accessible, low-cost tech-
nique for producing very accurate and detailed 3D models of objects, 
locations and even people. If you have rare or fragile items or difficult 
to access locations you’d like your students to experience, why not 
make a 3D model available to them instead?

The photogrammetric technique of 3D model building involves taking a 
number of overlapping images of an item or scene. The imaging part of 
the process requires nothing more than a digital camera or smartphone 
to capture a set of photos. These pictures are then processed by a low-
cost piece of photogrammetry software. The photogrammetry program 
measures distances between specific points in a set images and uses 
these measurements to construct a detailed 3D model. With a good set 
of photographs the resulting model can have an accuracy of +-0.5mm 
when compared to the real-world object.

Models generated with photogrammetry can be viewed and interacted 
with as a 3D object on a standard 2D screen, imported into VR or even 
3D printed. Oxford Brookes’ institutional repository RADAR provides a 
platform for Brookes staff and students to publish their 3D models. 

Come along and talk with Richard Frances and Gerard Helmich to 
find out more or inspect some 3D printed samples.
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Embodied Learning

Workshop

Longer session: (workshop/
symposium) 1 Hour

Lead author

Claudia Filsinger-Mohun

Lecturer

Oxford Brookes Business School

cfilsinger-mohun@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Practitioner development, embodied 
learning, change management, body 
intelligence, reflective practice

STAFF JHB204

This workshop is an opportunity to experience embodied learning 
practices that use movement and body sculpting to deepen reflection, 
problem solving and decision making. These practices are based 
on traditions such as logic and dance, and have been developed 
as part of contemporary change management practices and 
emerging social art forms such as Force Field Analysis, Theory U and 
Social Presencing Theatre. They inform the work of many coaches 
and change management consultants facilitating adult learning 
in organisations, communities and governments. In education, 
embodied practices are used to build school age students’ resilience. 
In higher education, they enable learning and reflection on how to 
develop as a practitioner, grow a business and how to manage 
conflict. Come with an open and beginners mind to explore how to 
tap into body intelligence in teaching and learning.
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The Use of Group Chats to Enhance Engagement in the Classroom:  
An observation
Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Hanako Fujino

Senior Lecturer in Japanese Language

and Linguistics

Department of English and Modern

Languages

Humanities and Social Sciences

hfujino@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Chat app, feedback, engagement

STUDENTS JHB203

Feedback is an essential part of learning and despite teachers’ 
efforts to provide helpful feedback in a timely fashion, it is an area 
where students consistently show low satisfaction in British higher 
education.

The use of chat apps to support learning has attracted some 
attention recently. It is said to promote collaboration among students, 
extend learning time, and build confidence.

In this study, a group chat was used to enhance feedback in a 
level-6 translation module. It was introduced to help students 
work through the translation tasks. Furthermore, it aimed to create 
more engagement in class by providing an informal channel of 
communication outside of the classroom.

In a questionnaire administered at the end of the semester, the results 
were very positive. 100% of the respondents said that they liked the 
idea of having a group chat and they used it to see what the tutor 
or their peers were saying. 63% said that they felt more encouraged 
to participate in class discussions and the latter was raised as the 
most positive aspect of the module in the module evaluation. The 
presentation explores effective ways to use chat apps in teaching and 
its implications to the learning experience.
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Lawyers Against Poverty Hackathon: Fostering Law Students’ 
Engagement with the Wider Community, Increasing Their Employability 
and Building Stamina 

Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Brigitte Clark

Senior Lecturer

School of Law

Humanities and Social Sciences

bclark@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Dr Shirley Shipman

Key words

Community engagement, skills, 
employability

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

In December 2017, Oxford Brookes School of Law hosted the first 
Junior Lawyers Against Poverty Hackathon. During the twelve hour 
event, undergraduate and postgraduate students, academic colleagues, 
legal professionals and members of Land Rights and Women’s Rights 
groups worked together to produce content for a website, ‘Action for 
Justice’. Participants worked in groups to build content for the website, 
using research skills gained through their law studies. This included 
identification of relevant law and cases, the provision of reliable links 
for further research and information on the various topics. Feedback 
from the student participants suggests that they found this a rewarding 
and useful experience. Subsequent evidence indicates that potential 
employers are impressed by this opportunity to apply research skills and 
to engage with the wider community. 

This paper will be co-presented by students who took part in the 
Hackathon, and by Dr Brigitte Clark (staff co-ordinator of Lawyers 
Against Poverty) and Dr Shirley Shipman (Programme Lead, Law). 
The students will reflect on their experiences of the day: including 
how it enabled them to develop and apply skills, its impact on 
employability and team work, and the effect of engagement with the 
wider community on a valuable project. 

Writing out the box: team teaching fellowship project on narrative writing 
across disciplines 

Team Paper Pecha kucha

Lead author

Jane Spiro 

Reader in Education and TESOL 

School of Education

Humanities and Social Sciences

jspiro@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Mary Deane, Marion Waite, Dan Butcher, 
Mary Kitchener, Liz Lovegrove, George 
Roberts, Jenny Kirman 

Key words

Assessment, interdisciplinary enquiry, 
narrative writing, practitioner narratives 

STUDENTS JHB206

The session will share work in progress with a cross-disciplinary 
project looking at how professional and academic knowledge can be 
conveyed in non-traditional ways, with storytelling as an alternative to 
the academic paper.

The project includes:

  Teacher/learner narratives (School of Education);

  Patient/health practitioner narratives (Oxford School of Nursing 
and Midwifery);

  Development experiences (OCSLD).

We define narrative as the account of any event which includes a 
main protagonist and a change or turning point (Propp 2010, Gramsci 
2000). The narrative, as in a story, will recount the process of change, 
and the factors surrounding it. Practice had already begun across the 
Faculties bringing narrative approaches into assessment. It was found 
that narrative functioned as a means of bringing together reflective 
processes and the skills of organising knowledge, and it both led to 
and demonstrated deep learning. We are taking account of the 
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multiple meanings of narrative, to include: stories based on actual events, memories of these events, symbolic or 
‘fictionalised’ stories.

The project aims to build on what has already been achieved, and take it further by expanding it into other subject 
areas and interrogating its value across programmes. In addition the project aims to bring less experienced colleagues 
on board with disciplinary pedagogic scholarship.

The session will share this process, including ways we have built narrative accounts into course content and 
assessment, how students perceive this, and emerging evidence of its value and applicability across disciplines.

Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr George Blumberg

Senior Lecturer

School of the Built Environment

Technology, Design and Environment

gblumberg@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Field trips, construction, observation,
Netherlands built environment

DISCIPLINE JHB202

This talk is centered around two critical aspects of the Netherlands 
field trip. These are: (1) justification for the activity and (2) follow-up 
and assessing the learning objectives.   

The Netherlands Field Trip is run annual as a core requirement for 
students in Construction Management and Quantity Surveying.  
The Netherlands provide a near perfect open-air classroom from 
where to observe the Built Environment. Key aspects of urban 
design, engineering and construction make it a unique and powerful 
living classroom. There are a things that planners, architects and 
constructors do better here than anywhere else.  

The justification for the field trip is based on both academic and social 
achievements. The trip forms an important transition point in students' 
academic career, conducted halfway through their 2nd year of study, 
as they move closer to industrial placement and start forming topics 
for their dissertation. Students are shown successful applications 
of advanced construction, design, engineering and planning with is 
useful for their learning. Additionally, the field trip appears to play a 
vital role in cohort cohesion. A visible change can be seen in students 
after they return from the trip. They come back loaded with ideas and 
seem to approach their studies with a renewed enthusiasm.    

The main challenge is assessment of student performance, which is 
dealt with by the use of a live project and by a combination of group 
work and an individual report.
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‘Welcome to Brookes’: Making Induction Work for Students

Workshop

Lead author

Dr Shirley Shipman

Principal Lecturer 
Student Experience  
Programme Lead, Law

School of Law

Humanities and Social Sciences

sshipman@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Dr Linet Arthur

Key words

Transition, Induction, Student Experience

STUDENTS JHB203

This workshop on induction will be based on the analysis of 172 
questionnaires completed by students about their induction experiences 
in HSS. A core aim of the student survey was to identify the role 
played by induction in enabling students to transition successfully into 
university. It identifies what students expect from induction, what they 
find useful, and recommendations for the future. A short presentation 
on the results of this survey will be a starting point for sharing 
experiences of organising induction. The aim will be to identify potential 
improvements and ways in which colleagues can work together when 
planning induction in the future in order to ensure that students are 
offered an excellent transition experience into Higher Education.
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Student-Staff workshop to make seminars for ‘Research Methods and 
Analysis’ more interactive and engaging for Adult Nursing students

Pecha kucha

Lead author

Miss Tine Panduro

Adult Nursing student  
Oxford School of Nursing and Midwifery, 
Community and Public Health  
Health and Life Sciences 
15128207@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Marion Waite 
mwaite@brookes.ac.uk 

Key words

 student-staff partnerships, active 
learning     

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

A short presentation to showcase the student-staff workshop funded 
by Oxford Brookes University's “Collaborative Learning and Teaching 
Projects” due to take place in May 2018. Together with the module 
leader, Marion Waite, we have created and will facilitate a staff and 
student workshop to design interactive learning activities for each 
of the four respective seminars on the ""Research Methods and 
Analysis"" module for adult nursing students. 

Anticipated Outcomes of the workshop: Changing the teaching and 
learner experience towards active learning and bring a complicated 
subject to life. We need this type of learning to enhance our 
dissertation experience and crucially, implement evidence into 
practice in our future nursing careers.

Audience will gain an undergraduate nursing student's perspective 
on how a student-staff collaboration can contribute to the design of 
learning activities for future students.
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Social Innovation in transformative learning

Pecha kucha

Lead author

Ms Ruth Cuenca 

Senior Lecturer 

School of Architecture

Technology, Design and Environment

rcuenca@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Ms Juana Canet 

Elena Gomez 

Key words

Immersive learning, live projects, social 
innovation, workshops, community 

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

The paper explores the benefits and value of community engagement 
in architectural student projects through the lens of social innovation. 
This is explored through the case study of a workshop developed by 
the authors in summer 2014 in Colombia. The can be defined as a live 
projects but the specific set up and characteristics made it special 
in various aspects; 1) the group of students involved as this was a 
mix of international students, local Colombian students from the 
partner university (Universidad Javeriana de Bogotá), local Colombian 
students from a vocational school and members of the community 
where the workshop took place. 2) the organization behind the 
workshop was “Bamboo Think Tank” a platform of professional and 
academics from the UK, Spain and Colombia with an interest in 
bamboo as a material. 3) the social innovation aspect of it as one of 
the aims of the workshop was to work closely with the community 
and get all participants involved in the process. 4) the immersive and 
transformative experience for participants. 

The paper will critically analyse the workshop and its value for 
architectural education in terms of outcomes and results and which 
aspects could be part of the architectural curriculum.
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Transforming into independent learners

Pecha kucha

Lead author

Mrs Fiona Kelner

Dyslexia/SpLD Team Manager

Wellbeing

Academic and Student Affairs

p0076381@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Tamsin Crabb, Non-Medical Help 
Team Manager

Key words

Recording, note taking, accessibility, 
inclusion

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

A brief overview of simple, small changes staff can make to empower 
students (particularly students with a DEM) to study independently, 
for example ensuring electronic texts are available, using optical 
character recognition when scanning, giving slides in advance, 
designing digital content accessibly and facilitating the use of 
technology in place of note takers.
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Innovation Lab: a strategic ecosystem for fostering students’ (and staff) 
innovation, research and entrepreneurship

Pecha kucha

Lead author

Dr Samia Kamal

Principal Lecturer for Student 
Experience

School of Engineering, Computing  
and Mathematics

Technology, Design and Environment

skamal@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Innovation, research, entrepreneurship, 
ecosystem

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

An innovation hub can be described as collaborative spaces which 
provides an environment, support and resources in which innovation 
can happen.

Oxford Brookes University has taken a range of steps to enhance 
student employability and graduate skills; however, this is an area which 
still has its challenges that needs addressing. This has been particularly 
challenging for the School of Engineering, Computing and Mathematics 
(ECM) as the landscape for employability in this sector is rapidly 
changing. Technological advances are disrupting the conventional 
employment route especially for students in the IT discipline.

This project recognises the changing landscape of student 
employment and aims to understand the needs of the students 
who wish to develop their entrepreneurial and professional skills 
by providing them with an environment where these skills can be 
nurtured by providing alternative opportunities for students and 
preparing them for a broader context, whether self-employment or 
conventional work.

This project is in progress and framework is being developed to 
provide an integrated approach to employability, research and 
enterprise within the curriculum, or as part of our students’ broader 
development. Innovation Lab is a strategic ecosystem for fostering 
students’ (and staff) innovation, research and entrepreneurship, which 
can be applied to any discipline.
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Learning by Doing: Promoting Active Citizenship through Live Projects in 
Year 2 Interior Architecture Students 

Pecha kucha

Lead author

Ms Orit Sarfatti

Lecturer in Architecture and Interior 
Architecture

School of Architecture

Technology, Design and Environment

orit.sarfatti@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Dr Andrea Placidi

Key words

Live Projects, Public Engagement, Deep 
Learning, Critical Awareness

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

In the last four years the undergraduate Interior Architecture 
programme at Oxford Brookes has introduced Live Projects as 
part of year 2 curriculum. Live Projects are work completed in the 
borderlands between architectural education and built environment 
practice (Harriss and Widder, 2014).These projects are part of the 
students design studio and provide the students with real-world 
design problems and clients. One of the main objectives of this 
teaching methodology is to expose the students to the complexities 
of diverse perspectives in their community and by doing so assist 
them in developing critical awareness. The impact of expanding the 
learning environment beyond the geographical and social context of 
the university also suggests a more meaningful dissemination of one 
of Oxford Brookes’s graduate attributes: Active Citizenship.

HARRISS, H. & WIDDER, L. (eds.) 2014. Architecture Live Projects: 
Pedagogy into Practice, Abingdon: Routledge.
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Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Ms Lindsey Harrison

Senior Lecturer in Construction Law

School of the Built Environment

Technology, Design and Environment

lindsey.harrison@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Assessment, viva, diversity, inclusion

DISCIPLINE JHB202

I will be sharing my experience of setting and running oral assessments 
for my final year undergraduates. I will describe the process I used and 
discuss the advantages of doing this kind of assessment and flag up 
the challenges of carrying it out and explain any disadvantages to it. 
I will be able to offer advice on how to set the questions and how to 
assess it to support any member of staff who would like to try it out. 
Leading on from describing this assessment method specifically I will 
then go on to consider it from a university wide perspective and how 
it can help address some of the current concerns such as graduate 
attributes, employability, cheating and inclusivity.

A discussion of the benefits and challenges to setting oral assessments, 
and the practicalities of carrying them out
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  SESSION 7 14:50-15:20

The writing leap: from teacher to teacher-materials writer 

Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Jane Spiro

Reader in Education and TESOL 

School of Education

Humanities and Social Sciences

jspiro@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Teacher as materials writer; community 
engagement; writing and publishing 

STUDENTS JHB206

The session will track the process by which language teachers 
engaged in MA professional development re-position themselves to 
become materials writers connected with the ‘real world’ publishing 
industry. It will review approaches to the development of materials 
writers as they make the transition from teachers preparing ‘bespoke’ 
resources for a particular class, to writers in the public arena 
professionalising within the publishing industry. The session will be 
based on the development of a programme in materials writing on 
the MA in Education, which connects with both an Oxford-based 
publishing company and with an international network of materials 
writers. The session will explore the value of this connection between 
the publishing industry and the HE setting, and show how such 
connections have the chance to enrich both communities, as 
students make the writing ‘leap’ from personal/professional writing to 
writing for publication. 
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‘The Living Lecture?’ Exploring lecturers’ experiences of teaching large 
groups in person and online

Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Roger Dalrymple

Interim Head of the School of Education

School of Education

Humanities and Social Sciences

rdalrymple@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Gina Dalton

Key words

Large group teaching, lectures, lecture 
capture

STAFF JHB204

The arrival of the Teaching Excellence Framework has brought 
renewed scrutiny of the role of lectures as a signature higher 
education pedagogy. How far does large group teaching continue 
to earn its place as a core teaching approach? To what extent 
does effective lecturing require a particular craft knowledge among 
lecturers? Moreover, with the increasing use of lecture capture, what 
does it take to present a ‘living lecture’ that compels attention in both 
face-to-face and virtual environments? 

Our paper explores the case for recognising a distinctive category of 
lecturer craft when it comes to lectures, and reports on a Brookes 
Teaching Fellowship project where facilitators from theatre and 
performing arts settings such as the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art 
(RADA) worked immersively with two groups of Brookes lecturers to 
explore the craft of delivering ‘living lectures’ – both in person and 
online.
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Embedding employability through practice – first year transformative 
events opportunities

Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Ms Jo Feehily

Programme Lead

Oxford Brookes Business School

jfeehily@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Ms Lynn Mcbain

Key words

Employability, co-curricular, practical

STUDENTS JHB203

In this session we will explore our experiences of embedding 
employability through authentic events practical within a first year 
undergraduate events management programme. Using student case 
studies, we will illustrate how the initiative supports reflective practice, 
engagement with occupational standards and active citizenship 
as students take part in community projects, employment and the 
student community. A bi-product of the initiative is the strengthening 
of cross faculty and university relationships and support networks.
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Formal and Informal Spaces of Architectural Learning

Individual paper

Short session: 30 minutes

Lead author

Mr Charles Parrack 
Senior Lecturer 
School of Architecture 
Technology, Design and Environment 
cparrack@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Architectural studio, problem based learning, 
reflective practitioner

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

Architectural design education is most often conducted in a studio 
environment, face to face in seminar groups of 12-30 students. The 
learning mode in the studio environment is problem based learning, 
where a design brief is given to the studio group, and learning 
resources are identified to enable the students to address the brief, 
and the epistemological method is ‘reflection on action’ (Schön 1987). 
Schön identifies that the reflection on action happens in a tutor to 
student interaction, but Webster (2008), critiquing Schön, theorises 
that the informal learning is a crucial component of architectural 
education. The design studio as a learning environment consists of 
both formal and informal spaces and interactions. This paper explores 
how the physical space enables or hinders both formal and informal 
learning. The research method consists of interviews and surveys 
with lecturers and students at Oxford Brookes University School of 
Architecture investigating teaching strategies and learning experience. 

References Webster (2008) Architectural Education after Schön: 
Cracks, Blurs, Boundaries and Beyond Vol. 3, Iss. 2,2008 Schön D. 
(1987) Educating the reflective practitioner: Toward a new design for 
teaching and learning in the professions. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.
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Transforming student learning in an undergraduate course through the 
use of bespoke videos 

Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Charlie Simpson

Senior Lecturer in Sport and Exercise 
Science

Department of Sport, Health Sciences 
and Social Work

Health and Life Sciences

charlessimpson@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Videos, nudges, Moodle, student-led, 
behaviours 

STUDENTS JHB206

This presentation initially describes a recent project where students 
and staff worked in partnership to create a set of Moodle hosted 
video resources useful to their degree (BSc Sport Science). Students 
developed short (~5 minute) instructional videos designed to enhance 
the learning experience of future students. The videos explained 
how to use course specific software (eg diet analysis), hardware (eg 
expired air analyser) and complete data analysis. 

We now plan to expand the library of student created videos. 
However, we will add a new strategy to enhance the successful 
academic transformation of future students. First, current students 
and all academic staff will agree eight key behaviours to instil in 
future cohorts. The targets will be described and explained in an 
engaging session delivered at the beginning of the BSc course along 
with a summary video (~5 minutes). The video will be re-presented 
in a compulsory module at the start of Years 2 and 3 and hosted 
on Moodle. Additional behaviour prompts will be delivered via 
social media and posters. We will monitor the effectiveness of the 
intervention using qualitative and quantitative techniques.

This session will be of interest to anyone interested in nudge 
strategies to enhance academic transformation.

S
es

si
on

 7
: 1

4.
50

-1
15

.2
0



26  | transformation 

Fantastical creatures: creative approaches to enhancing employability

Workshop

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Mrs Claire Jones

Senior Lecturer

Oxford Brookes Business School

cjones@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Berry O’Donovan

Key words

Employability, creativity

STUDENTS JHB203

This presentation overviews a creative approach to enhancing 
undergraduate employability through the creation of ‘alebrijes’. Alebrijes 
are brightly colored Oaxacan-Mexican folk art sculptures of fantastical 
creatures. As part of a compulsory first year module, combined honours 
students in the Business School make an alebrije in which they visualize 
their employability competences and personal attributes. Subsequently, 
students upload a photo of their alebrije accompanied by a short text in 
which they interpret and explain their visualization of their employability 
competencies and attributes, this is then reinterpreted into a personal 
employability narrative. The process is a course requirement but no 
summative marks are awarded, it culminates in a highly evaluated 
employability session in which prizes are awarded.

The presentation will discuss the need for creative approaches to 
employability to enable students to create personal narratives that are 
distinctive in today’s more competitive employment context. Findings 
from the last two years in which this approach has been taken will be 
overviewed including examples of alebrijes, interpretative texts and 
employability narratives. The role of creativity in developing personal 
statements that get noticed will be considered both from theoretical, 
and staff and student perspectives.
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Inclusive learning and teaching practices to enhance academic 
achievement for black and minority ethnic students

Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Louise Bunce

Senior Lecturer

Department of Sport, Health Sciences 
and Social Work

Health and Life Sciences

louise.bunce@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Mrs Jody Bell

Key words

Black and minority ethnic students, inclusion, 
achievement, engagement

DISCIPLINE JHB202

Black and minority ethnic (BME) students disproportionately experience 
problems with progression than white students: they are more likely 
to defer, have academic work referred, take longer to complete the 
course, and withdraw from the course altogether (Dillon 2011; Hussein 
et al., 2007; General Social Care Council, 2008). The current research 
presents the findings from Leaning and Teaching project carried out 
with UG and PG students in the faculty of Health and Life Sciences. 
This research reports on the findings of two focus groups that were 
carried out with BME students to gain their opinions regarding how 
they can be supported in their learning. The focus groups build on 
work that was conducted last year to develop our awareness of BME 
students’ lived experiences of learning and teaching at Oxford Brookes. 
At the time of submission, the focus groups are scheduled for the end 
of the semester. The audience will gain knowledge of how to increase 
support for learning for BME students. 

S
es

si
on

 8
: 1

5.
20

-1
5.

50

  SESSION 8 15:20-15:50



bltc18 |  27 

Insights from Doctoral Supervision experiences: developing our 
supervision practice

Individual Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Dr Judie Gannon

Senior Lecturer

Oxford Brookes Business school

jmgannon@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Key words

Doctoral supervision, supervision 
experiences, professional doctorates, role 
modelling

STAFF JHB204

This paper sets out to identify supervisors’ experiences of supervising 
both traditional and professional doctorates to help them consider their 
supervision practice. This study explores how supervisors’ experiences 
of their own doctoral supervision relationships shape their relationships 
as supervisors across different forms of doctorates.  

Adhering to an interpretivist paradigm this study gathered in-depth 
experiences of doctoral supervision across the business/management 
schools in four UK HEIs offering professional and traditional doctoral 
awards using a mini case study research strategy. In-depth interviews 
focused upon participants sharing their own experiences of supervision, 
as doctoral students, and more recently as supervisors themselves.

The session identifies the themes focused around the supportive 
and destructive behaviours of supervisors, and the changing HEI 
environment. The closeness and reciprocity of some relationships as 
doctoral students is contrasted with others where supervisors completed 
their doctorates in spite of adverse supervision relationships. The ways in 
which their own supervision relationships shape their current supervision 
of professional and traditional doctoral candidates is alsoexplored against 
the backdrop of a competitive and managerialist HEI environment. The 
‘different’ nature of the doctoral student experience and supervision 
relationship itself is particularly prominent here. Contrasting experiences 
of working with traditional and professional doctoral candidates is 
recounted amidst the pressures of contemporary academic life, which 
were not evident during their own doctoral student experiences. 
Implications for supporting doctoral supervisors and their candidates are 
identified as part of the concluding comments on doctorates as forms 
of executive education, alongside the limitations of the study.
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LexDog: developing a web application for improving academic writing 

Team Paper

Short session: 30 Minutes

Lead author

Jon White

University Teacher

Oxford Brookes Business School

j.white@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)

Yumi Bagge

Sam Gosling, Peter Simpson

Key words

Web, application, academic, writing, 
vocabulary

ENVIRONMENT JHB205

This session presents a web application created through Brookes 
staff-student collaboration. On pathway courses students often 
struggle with structure and vocabulary in academic writing. LexDog 
provides an integrated tool to help students meet this challenge. 
Research has shown the value of training students to self-compile 
corpora (Lee and Swales, 2006) and to use vocabulary learning apps 
(Bowles, 2016) as they empower them to take more control over their 
own learning. LexDog is a mobile-friendly website application which 
enables individual or collaborative generation of a language database 
to use in written assignments. Examples selected for the database 
might include phrases to introduce the focus of a research project 
(‘This study examines...’ ) or a research gap (‘Less is known, however, 
about...’). Although a wide variety of online tools are already used 
by students to improve their written work, this application requires 
more cognitive engagement with notions of lexico-grammar and 
discourse patterns, and the identification and categorisation of the 
target language from academic source texts. The talk is co-presented 
with students on the MSc in Computing who provide a technical 
explanation and demonstration of the application. Delegates are 
invited to consider and discuss its utility in their own teaching context. 
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Student innovation: how to survive lack of funding in equitation science
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STUDENTS JHB206

It is not widely known that there is a dearth of funding in equine 
research, with the capital that does exist originating mainly from 
interested parties looking to promote their own inventions. Students 
are introduced to this phenomenon early on when learning how to 
critique literature, and in their ensuing years discover that equitation 
science itself is somewhat underrepresented. This branch of equine 
science concerns itself with the horse-rider dyad - how to improve the 
relationship between the two to enhance performance, so appeals 
to students across equine disciplines. When it is time to discuss 
dissertation topics many novel and creative ideas are explored – 
undoubtedly helped by the fact that equitation science is a relatively 
new occurrence. However, it is still very difficult to fund the items that 
they would like to use in their research. Nevertheless these students 
do not give up, but work with each other and their lecturers to use 
everyday objects in place of rein tensioners, gait analysis and even 
pressure sensitive materials. A series of inventions by students over the 
years will be discussed, mainly to celebrate their innovation, but also to 
inspire people to think creatively when faced with lack of funding.
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Lab lessons: technicians-students interactions as a way of learning
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JHB304

The students usually do not have a clear understanding of the 
technical and support roles within the University. As part of her work 
experience module, a second year student has spent some time with 
the technical team helping to prepare practical sessions for the first 
year students and demonstrating at these sessions. It turned out to 
be beneficial for everyone involved. We have put our experience in a 
blog about labs: 

https://plus.google.com/communities/102698014376771648808

Overcoming maths anxiety in real estate management courses: a 
systematic approach

Poster

Lead author
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School of the Built Environment

Technology, Design and Environment
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Co-author(s)

Key words
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JHB304

Numeracy is one of the government’s targets for education at all 
levels. Yet Maths anxiety, a generalised feeling of ‘I can’t do maths’, 
has led to attendance and engagement issues and low achievement 
for a significant number of students studying real estate management 
courses. This paper reviews literature on maths teaching on non-
maths courses and the current delivery of modules that Maths 
anxiety affects student progression. Based on questionnaire survey 
and focus group meeting, it examines students’ perception on the 
stress of maths and recommendations on how maths can be taught 
more effectively, and proposes a systematic approach to incorporate 
innovation in the delivery of real estate management courses. The 
paper concludes that maths anxiety can be overcome by course-
wide measures with student experiences improved and employability 
enhanced. Audience will be able to share the experience of 
overcoming maths anxiety in non-maths courses and ways to improve 
student satisfaction.
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What can we do to reduce the fear to Mathematics on our students? 
This session will aim to analyse the influence of the ethnic background 
on Mathematics Anxiety (MA). MA is well known to be a barrier for 
learning Mathematics which affects students from all disciplines, even 
for the specialist students of Mathematical Sciences.

In this presentation, we will analyse the results of a study on 
more than 120 students of Oxford Brookes in Mathematics and 
Engineering showed that British students are mainly supported 
by the a male figure in their families as opposed as students from 
other backgrounds which are often supported by either none of the 
parents or both. This might be one of the reasons underpinning the 
unbalanced on gender in STEM degrees since females suffer from 
significantly higher scores in MA. In addition, we discovered that 
students with 2 or more siblings have considerable lower levels of 
MA. As a practical study case, we look at possible sources of stress 
arising from students working on a dissertation.

Understanding what the underlying factors are will allow us to transform 
our teaching practice to enhance student’s learning experience.
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Patient and public involvement (PPI) is now an essential component of 
clinical research and practice, with layperson review, monitoring and 
governance becoming increasingly prominent in research planning, 
execution and dissemination.

We have always involved undergraduate and postgraduate students in 
our research, and are planning to extend their input into maximising our 
PPI initiatives. Students will use NIHR INVOLVE guidelines to actively 
help us and the subjects in our research programs to develop the 
maximum public collaboration in our work and develop this essential 
skill set in students. This will involve the planning of PPI meetings within 
our research projects (current and future) and will provide feedback for 
evaluation to better improve the quality of future PPI meetings, which will 
continue to be in part student led.

Our aims are to maximise active public involvement in research 
planning, design and execution, in order to improve research quality 
and the experience of all those taking part. Under staff mentoring, 
and with training in ethical and other issues, students will work closely 
with patient groups and other laypeople to optimise their inclusion and 
participation in the research process. This proposal directly fits into 
the Brookes Strategy for Enhancing the Student Experience.

Student input into PPI (Patient and Public Involvement) initiatives and 
novel development of an important student skill set
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This presentation will look at the use of lecture recordings by second 
year undergraduate students on the module U15536 Context of the 
Cell. In general, lecture recordings can be useful teaching tools in 
STEM subjects when conveying large quantities of basic knowledge. 
Students on the module U15536 use the lecture recordings as 
both substitution and supplementation of face to face lectures; they 
generally make great use of the recordings and welcome their use. 
In line with the literature, preliminary results suggest that students 
learned more core knowledge but that higher order thinking skills 
were not affected.

Supporting PhD success with Peer Learning Processes:  
An evaluation of impact

Poster

Lead author
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Doctoral Researcher

Oxford School of Nursing and Midwifery,  
Community and Public Health
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Co-author(s)
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Key words
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Doctoral study programmes for nurses have been increasing rapidly 
worldwide over recent decades (Ketefian & Redman, 2015), as flexible 
learning opportunities have become more popular. However, isolation 
and stress are associated with doctoral non-completion for both 
part-time and full-time students. The importance of peer-support has 
been recognised in forming and maintaining collegial relationships 
with academic friends and encourages students to effectively provide 
support from commencement of doctoral studies through to completion 
(Jackson, 2008).

As a result, this project involved the evaluation of the peer learning 
process amongst PhD students at Oxford Institute for Nursing, 
Midwifery, Allied Health Research (OxINMAHR) which was introduced 
in 2016. Eight students were interviewed to explore their experience of 
studying for a PhD within a dyadic peer relationship. 

This project has been accepted as a Faculty of Health and Life 
Sciences Collaborative Learning and Teaching Project and aims to 
present a dyad framework to help support future and existing part-
time students within the faculty to succeed in their academic studies. It 
will be used to ensure PhD programmes includes peer support as part 
of new student induction, encouraging early network formation whilst 
building on establishing lasting support infrastructures and networks. 
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This paper explores how Upgrade is used to enhance the learning 
and teaching of maths and stats across the university, challenging 
common assumptions about how we work. Departments like 
Upgrade often suffer reputationally because of the assumptions 
that come with such labels as ‘study skills’ or ‘learning support’ and 
this paper challenges the image of this kind of work as ‘basic’ by 
providing some examples of what we do.

Upgrade’s guiding principles are ‘Start where the student is’, ‘Show 
not tell’ and ‘Less is more’. These principles involve making no 
assumptions about what students should know and have been 
instrumental in creating effective interventions away from the power 
constructs of tutor-student relationships. Maths / stats provision 
in Upgrade has been particularly effective in reaching students 
belonging to widening participation groups and those with Specific 
Learning Differences undoubtedly because of our emphasis on 
meeting students were they are. More joined-up collaborative work 
between module leads and Upgrade can lead to a more inclusive 
student experience.

Supporting students’ independent learning with Screencast-o-matic for 
first-year non-accounting students

Demonstration

Lead author
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Oxford Brookes Business School

srasaratnam@brookes.ac.uk

Co-author(s)
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Key words
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One of the common reactions by non-accounting students is that 
to learn accounting subjects can be taunting. Some of the students 
with no accounting background wrongly perceive that one needs to 
be expert in mathematics in order to excel in accounting subjects. 
Consequently, these students build an invisible barrier of hesitance 
in learning accounting subjects. The experience could be more 
challenging if the student is shy or apprehensive in expressing his/her 
lack of understanding to the tutor. Technology had been employed in 
many ways to try and overcome such invisible barrier and encourage 
student engagement and understanding.

As part of directed independent learning for non-accounting 
students, we provided additional support to students, with no 
accounting background, in understanding the fundamental 
concepts of accounting using screencast-o-matic. The main aim 
of these screencast-o-matic sessions is to explain the accounting 
terminologies, walk through numerical exercises, outline assessment 

criteria and provide general feedback on the assessments. 

The student online engagement over the pilot period was higher 
and the use of screencast-o-matic during the revision period was 
noticeably high. Therefore, we perceive a positive impact on their 
performance during this pilot study period.
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The Library’s online reading list software, Aspire, has been in place for 
a number of years and has the potential to transform how staff create 
reading lists and how students engage with them. Now Aspire reading 
lists themselves are transforming into a new incarnation – New List View 
– which is more visually appealing, easier to navigate, and can enable 
users to view reading lists in any referencing style used at Brookes.

I’ll be demonstrating New List View and showing how easy it is 
to change referencing styles. This will enable colleagues to start 
engaging with Aspire to transform their reading lists – especially 
if they have attended, or plan to attend, Dan Croft’s presentation 
‘What is a Reading List For? Transforming Reading Lists through 
Constructive Alignment’, which engages with the pedagogy of reading 
list transformation to engender deeper reading and learning.

[Demo and/or 5-minute flash paper – ideally repeated several times 
during the day eg during breaks.]
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OXFORD BROOKES STUDENT EXPERIENCE SCHEMES

JHB304

Find out more about BrookesID

Bob Champion and Lindsay Williams

rchampion@brookes.ac.uk

lwilliams@brookes.ac.uk

� STUDENTS

BrookesID is a co-curricular scheme that is unique to the individual. 
Within the scheme, students have the opportunity to embark on 
a range of co-curricular ‘activities’ throughout the duration of their 
study. Activities, once completed, turn into ‘achievements’. Students 
have the opportunity to gain named ‘awards’ that align to Brookes’ 
Guiding Principles (e.g. the ‘Brookes Confidence Award’) based on 
the number and type of achievements they gain. Within each award, 
there are different levels of recognition (Bronze, Silver and Gold).    

Find out more about Get Published!

Andrea Macrae

andrea.macrae@brookes.ac.uk

� STUDENTS

The Get Published! scheme helps students to publish their research 
to a wide audience. The scheme supports and encourages 
students to publish individually or collaboratively in a number of 
ways: in journals, at exhibitions; through blogs; via competitions, 
etc. Most significantly, Get Published! offers students the chance to 
publish research online in the online Student Research Collection, 
to participate in the Student Research Conference and to attend 
prestigious research events such as the British Conference for 
Undergraduate Research.

Find out more about Mentoring at Brookes

Gina Dalton 

gdalton@brookes.ac.uk

� STUDENTS

Oxford Brookes’ mentoring schemes offer some amazing 
opportunities. Students can gain experience in a professional 
environment, help others develop specific skills, or participate in the 
community. Mentoring at Brookes provides an overview of a huge 
range of mentoring opportunities for students across five types: 
Professional, Peer, Participation, Placement and Pre-arrival. Mentoring 
at Brookes also offers training and resources for mentoring schemes, 
and mentoring opportunities for alumni.
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INTRODUCING THE ‘EXAM BROWSER’

JHB304

Computer-based and Alternative Provision exams and class tests at 
Brookes
There is an increasing demand for secure computer-based exams both for formal end of term exams and in class tests. 
The current method of doing this involves locking the whole computer from internet access, providing a unique username 
and password for each individual exam session and providing printers to produce hard copies of scripts. 

This service, offered by IT Services, has the following issues:

� A heavy IT and Exam Unit administration overhead

� It is inconsistent in terms of security and availability

� It requires printing to be available

� It does not allow for ad hoc class tests in safe environment

� It is prone to errors and can result in the loss of paper scripts

� It rules out using computer rooms for other purposes throughout exam periods

� It does not cater well for last minute changes, e.g. change of room, additional sessions

� It is not scalable for the predicted future demand 

What is the ‘Exam Browser’?

The ‘Exam Browser’ is an internet browser, like 
Chrome or Internet Explorer, and is started using 
AppsAnywhere. Unlike a regular web browser it only 
allows access to moodle.brookes.ac.uk. The use of 
the ‘Exam Browser’ is required to complete Moodle 
Quizzes that are designated as a ‘Secure Exam’.

Once the student commences the ‘Secure Exam’ 
they are unable to access:

� any other program on the computer 

� the internet (unless pages have been 
specifically allowed) 

� Some function keys on the keyboard, USB 
storage devices or network drives

Once submitted, the exam scripts are instantly 
available to Academic Staff in Moodle.

How will I request to use the ‘Exam Browser’?

A ‘secure exam’ is just a normal Moodle quiz that can be 
designated as ‘secure exam’ by simply ticking a box in 
Moodle. No requests processes and no forms to fill in. As an 
academic you are in control.

The ‘Exam Browser’ will also be available in all PC computer 
rooms on all campuses.

The Future

The ‘Exam Browser’ can be used on Mac computers and has 
the potential to be used in Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) and 
off campus scenarios.

Come and see for yourself in JHB304 where we will be 
demonstrating the ‘Exam Browser’.
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BLTC 2019: ‘Rising to the Challenge’
Co-chairs Berry O’Donovan and George Roberts

The current context of Higher Education continues to throw new challenges our way. Changing student expectations and 
motivations, an increasingly market-orientated and competitive environment and a climate of instrumentality creates an 
unprecedented time of challenge, change... and opportunity. Rising to the challenge compels us to reconsider what we 
do and how we do it. 

The 2019 Brookes Learning and Teaching Conference will provide a space for academics, professional services and 
students to share innovative ideas and practices that impact on a range of stakeholders (including staff, students, alumni 
and employers) in the following areas:     

� Learning and achievement

� Engagement and satisfaction 

� Assessment and feedback

� Activities beyond the classroom and after graduation 

� Resilience, persistence and wellbeing

Are you interested in joining the 2019 Conference Committee and support the development of next year’s conference?   
If so, please contact George Roberts (groberts@brookes.ac.uk)
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